INTRODUCTORY
Sociological study of early communities in various
parts of the world has clearly revealed the important part
played by folk-dances in the social life of these communities.
They served not merely a recreational or aesthetic purpose but
were integrally related with all the aspects of social life and
were a living and dynamic expression of the manifold sides of
that life. They were not consciously or deliberately created
by any person or persons to serve a specific purpose but grew
out of the social life itself, changing and evolving as the social
life itself changed and evolved. All the important aspects of
group life and its major occasions found communal expression
through these dances and all its customs and manners and
phases of institutional life were reflected in them. The folk-
dances of early societies, thus serve as a mirror clearly reflect-
ing the dynamic aspects and living significance of these socie-
ties and as such are of fundamental importance to the under-
standing of these societies.
Maharashtra affords a good scope for such a study.
There are at least three main groups which are more or less
culturally distinct, namely, the Brahmins and the other
advanced classes, the agriculturists and allied groups and the
hill-tribes. There is a wide range as regards the ways of
thinking and behaviour in these groups. The division of
Maharashtra in the two natural regions of Konkan and the
Ghatside, varying in climatic and other conditions is an addi-
tional asset for comparison and contrast. The element of
dancing though differing in degree and manner does exist
even today in all these groups. This difference which is
remarkably great, as we shall see later on, and the other factors
mentioned above can with advantage be utilised f^; the ana-
lysis of the disrespect and decay the folk-dance of Maharashtra
has tended to fall into.